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Bruno takes Hollywood by storm

COMEDIAN Sasha Baron-Co-
hen’s latest movie, Bruno, fea-
turing a gay Austrian television 
presenter, strutted to the top of 
the North American box office 
in its first week in theaters, 
according to earnings esti-
mates released Sunday.

The controversial adult com-
edy, featuring a frequently 
naked Cohen as a flamboyant 
fashionista on a mission to 
become famous, stole the top 
spot from the more family-
friendly Ice Age: Return of the 
Dinosaurs.

Bruno scored 30.4 million 
dollars in box office receipts in 
its first weekend, according to 
box office tracker Exhibitor 
Relations.

Women’s Wear Daily reports 
on the first impressions from 
the fashion crowd, which has 
been mocked by Sasha Baron 
Cohen for two years and can 
now watch the results in all 
their glory on the big screen.

One of them was Agatha Ruiz 
de la Prada who couldn’t stop 
Bruno from storming her men’s 
wear catwalk show in Milan 

and parading his own cos-
tume.

Back then, she told WWD: “I 
was furious with that man. He 
was violent. He pushed my art 
director to the floor and scared 
the models. I wanted to kill 
him,” adding: “I will tell you. 
Security? We have much more 
of it now.”

Nowadays, after seeing the 
movie, Prada seems to be more 
mildly tempered: “It can be 
amusing, no? Besides, he’s 
given me a lot of publicity,” 
WWD quotes her as saying.

“People in this industry are 
very professional, but equally 
they have a sense of humor and 
a normal life as well,” Trish 
Halpin, the editor in chief of 
Marie Claire UK explained in 
the trade paper. “Fashion is, of 
course, an easy target, but 
when it’s done in a clever way, 
[making fun of it] can be a good 
thing.”

Halpin proved her good sense 
of humour by featuring Bruno 
together with Victoria’s Secret 
model Alessandra Ambrosia on 
the July cover of Marie Claire.

And some designers are even 
sad they were spared from 
Bruno.  Diane von Furstenberg 
told WWD: “He didn’t come to 
my fashion show, but I wish he 
had.”

Michael Jackson’s sudden 

death sent studio bosses 
scrambling to make a last-
minute edit of the movie.

According to the Wall Street 
Journal, a scene which lam-
poons Jackson’s sister LaToya 
was cut from the Los Angeles 
premiere of the film.

The scene – in which LaToya 
Jackson eats sushi from the 
body of a naked Mexican work-
er acting as a table – was not 
restored for the film’s opening 
in the United States on July 
10.

Bruno is a follow-up to 
Cohen’s smash-hit mockumen-
tary Borat, and sees the comic 
playing a flamboyant, celebri-
ty-obsessed Austrian fashion 
journalist seeking to become 
famous in the United States.

At the MTV movie awards in 
LA on March 31, Brüno, gave 
rapper Eminem a taste of his 
bare derrière during a high-
wire entrance. 

Having disentangled him-
self, he stormed out of the 
auditorium, before revealing 
the stunt had been set up in 
advance. RELAXNEWS

British comedian Sasha Baron Cohen’s latest creation proves a smash hit in American cinemas

HOLLYWOOD actor and di-
rector Antonio Banderas said 
Saturday the fi nancial crisis 
had dealt a heavy blow to in-
dependent fi lm-makers.

“The crisis has taken us by 
surprise, and it is stabbing us 
in the back,” said the Span-
iard.

“It is very diffi cult to get a 
penny from a bank now; we 
are in a diffi cult situation,” he 
added, speaking at the Kar-
lovy Vary International Film 
Festival in the Czech Republic, 
where he was presenting the 
fi rst fi lm he has directed, El 
Camino de los Ingleses (Sum-
mer Rain).

Banderas, 49, who started 
his career under Spanish di-
rector Pedro Almodovar be-
fore conquering Hollywood, 
has returned to his roots by 
founding a production com-
pany in his hometown of Mal-
aga, Spain.

He said he was also work-
ing on a fi lm with US director 
Woody Allen and was involved 
in efforts to raise funding for a 
script he had written.

“I wrote a script about the 
last king of the Arabs in the 
ninth century”, he said, add-
ing the fi lm was a representa-
tion of the modern relation-
ship between Arab countries 
and the rest of the world.

Banderas is also set to re-
turn to theatre in the coming 
months, with a new produc-
tion of Zorba the Greek.

“I want to go back to theatre 
because it is my main source. 
I’m more a theatre actor than 
a fi lm actor,” he said.

He said in Hollywood “they 
put a label on you: You are this 
or that; you are a “Latin Lover”; 
they all have drawers in which 
they put you.”

Banderas received the Presi-
dent’s Prize at the fi lm festival, 
held in the Czech spa town of 
Karlovy Vary, for his contribu-
tion to cinema. 

Back in April, Banderas 
brought the hit French com-
edy show Camera Café, which 
is shot using hidden cam-
eras, to the US, acting as the 
producer and appearing in a 
cameo role. AFP

Banderas says banks 
are bleeding indie fi lm
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cent of Cambodia’s population is un-
der the age of 30 – and four out of fi ve 
members of this generation know 
little of the Khmer Rouge years. 

“It is a problem,” acknowledges 
Robinson. “That was why we com-
missioned an initial focus group to 
fi nd out whether those beliefs are re-
ally true. And partly they were, though 
I don’t think the intelligent [younger] 
generation thinks it’s all fi ctional.

“In terms of ‘bang for buck’, out-
reach really doesn’t compare with 
television,” he continues. 

“You have to have an awful lot of 
motorbikes and projection equip-
ment, and a lot of people going into 
a lot of villages to get anywhere near 
even 10 percent of one showing on 
television.”

When the British Embassy won ad-
ditional government funding to pro-
duce a television show to cover the 
Khmer Rouge tribunals, KMF was 
invited to advise.  

“I suggested a weekly sum-up of 
the weekly highlights presented in 
bite-sized chunks – again aiming at 
rural Cambodians,” says Robinson. 

“It was never intended for the legal 
community or more highly educated 
Cambodians; you’d start off with a 
different approach for that target au-
dience.”

Impressive results

The results have still impressed. Af-
ter initially expressing doubts about 
the programme, CTN now schedules 
regular repeats of key episodes in ad-
dition to the regular Monday lunch-
time slot. 

And, whereas the funding initially 
only covered the fi rst eight weeks of 
the courtroom developments, the 
show’s success has prompted further 
funds that should extend to covering 
the closing of Duch’s trial – and hopes 
that additional donations could see 
it become a permanent fi xture on 

the TV schedule while the tribunals 
are running.  

Meanwhile, the wisdom and expe-
rience Robinson brings to the editing 
suite are setting new standards for 
local production values. 

“Cambodian people have never 
seen a show like this. We include so 
much information, so many details, 
in the 24 minutes; we cannot afford 
to waste any time,” says male co-
presenter, 29-year-old Neth Pheak-
tra, who is also deputy chief of staff 
at the Post.

“My friends tell me that as present-
ers, Ung Chan Sophea and I seem 
very professional,” says Neth Pheak-

tra, who says he sometimes gets rec-
ognised by viewers. They ask him 
why he never smiles on TV. 

“Cambodian people have never 
seen this presenting style before. Lots 
of TV presenters – they talk a lot, and 
they’re always joking, but they never 
say anything. 

“I cannot joke about such a serious 
subject.”

His co-presenter, 26-year-old Ung 
Chan Sophea, a reporter for French 
newspaper Cambodge Soir Hebdo 
and Radio France International, says 
before the show aired “some of my 
friends and other people around me 
told me ‘It’s useless doing a trial pro-

gramme’ – but after they’d watched 
it, they changed. 

“Suddenly it was ‘Oh! It’s a worth-
while, interesting programme’.”

National calling

Both presenters feel duty-bound to 
contribute to this moment in Cam-
bodian history, a bittersweet note 
of progress in an impoverished na-
tion still struggling to rehabilitate 
its crippled economic and human 
resources.

Moreover, “if we don’t have this 
programme, some victims will not 
know the outcome of the trials”, be-
lieves the show’s resident legal ex-

pert, Sok Sam Oeun.
“We want all victims to be released 

from their suffering. And the best 
way of doing that is by giving them 
the right to follow this trial.”

Greater outreach

And the best medium for doing so 
happens to be television. 

As Matthew Robinson notes: “Al-
though the outreach people did 
a very good job and probably got 
[Voices For Justice] shown to 50,000-
100,000 people, one showing on CTN 
is going to get at least 800,000, if not 
a million people.” ADDITIONAL REPORTING 
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Another day, another hearing: The KMF team, with guest legal expert Sok Sam Oeun on the far right, prepare for the studio cameras to start rolling.  PHOTO SUPPLIED

Screening the Khmer Rouge tribunal

Rearguard action: Sacha Baron 
Cohen undercover at the Bruno 
London premiere. RELAXNEWS


